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Course Objectives

Introductory Sociology offers the student a cross-sectional view of sociology. Sociology is the scientific study of contemporary society which seeks to describe and explain patterns of human behaviour, the structure of social organization, the dynamics of social change, and the nature of people’s perceptions of their social environment. The fundamental premise upon which the study of sociology is based is that human behaviour is related to the character of the social context within which the behaviour unfolds. An awareness of this relationship between human behaviour and broad historical, cultural and social contextual factors is often referred to as “the sociological imagination”.

The course of study includes instruction in the application of sociology’s unique perspective and its major theoretical paradigms. The course undertakes an examination of various basic social processes including socialization, social interaction, social stratification, urbanization, globalization, population development and others. The student is introduced to the social structural character of Canadian society with possible references to culture and the ideological structure, inequality and the social class structure, the institutions of family, religion, economics, politics, education, criminal justice and others. Various social issues and problems are also examined throughout the course.

Textbooks

Macionis, John L., Linda M. Gerber. SOCIOLOGY: 6TH CANADIAN EDITION.  Toronto, Ontario: Pearson/Prentice Hall, 2008

Macionis text companion website: www.pearsoned.ca/macionis

Nelsen, Randle. FUN & GAMES & HIGHER EDUCATION. Toronto, Ontario: Between The Lines Books, 2007

Grading Scheme

Fall Midterm………………….....… 15%
Fall Term Assignment……….....… 10%
Mid-year Examination……..…..…. 22%
Winter Midterm…………..……...... 15%
Winter Term Assignment………….16%
Final Examination…………...……. 22%

Examinations

There are 4 examinations scheduled throughout the course of study. The examinations may be comprised of multiple choice, short answer and short essay questions. Examinations are based on classroom lectures, activities, videos and the required readings. The Fall and Winter midterms are scheduled for regular class times and locations (see Course Schedule below). The locations, dates and times for the Mid-year and Final examinations will be announced at a future time. Please refer to the Grading Scheme for the weight of each examination.

Assignments

There are 2 formal assignments to be prepared and submitted during the course of study. The Fall Term Assignment entails preparing and submitting a brief research paper worth 10% of your final grade. Topics, particulars and guidance will be provided at a later date. The Winter Term Assignment entails preparing and submitting a paper based on Randle Nelsen's book Fun & Games & Higher Education. The Winter Term Assignment is worth 15% of your final grade. Again, particulars and guidance will be provided at a later date. Please see the Course Schedule below for assignment deadlines. A 5% per day late penalty applies to ALL late submissions… NO exceptions!

Fall Term Assignment Research Paper Topics & Guidance

Please select one of the following topics and prepare a 5-6 page report. Your report must be typed, double spaced, must employ 12 point Arial font and standard 1" margins. Please include, in addition to the 5-6 pages of discussion, a separate title page and a separate reference page. You MUST include at least 3 published, scholarly, peer-reviewed sources (in addition to your course textbook) which you must incorporate (using legitimate citation/referencing techniques -APA or MLA) into your discussion. In evaluating the merits of your paper, I will place a heavy emphasis format & style (e.g., grammar, diction, layout, margins, font, title page, length, organization, etc.) and referencing technique (e.g., proper use of APA... in-text citations, quotations, reference page, etc.). You should, therefore, ensure that you prepare a model paper in terms of basic format requirements. The content of your paper (your discussion) will be less important in the evaluation process but you must ensure that you select an approved topic, discuss your topic sociologically, define all your principal concepts using sources other than your course text (never use a dictionary to define your principal concepts!), cite the source of your statements of fact, avoid plagarism, avoid value judgement (unless the topic asks for it) and offer a reasonably well-thought-out argument. 
Failure to prepare your paper according to the above requirements will precipitate the return of your paper ungraded. Your report is worth 10% of your final grade. You must submit a hardcopy of your report (no electronic submissions). Please refer to the Course Schedule for the assignment deadline. A -5% per day penalty applies to all late submissions... no exceptions.
 Please consider these helpful hints: 
1) Provide an introduction to your paper in which you state fairly precisely what the objectives of your paper are. You should start your paper with something like "The following paper is an attempt to...". 
2) In the body of your paper, you must address the objectives indicated in your introduction. This represents the bulk of your paper and should include references to the published litetrature on the topic (scholarly & peer-reviewed). Remember: ideas that you draw from the work of others must be cited in a legitimate manner (APA or MLA). If you are a little unclear about these referencing techniques, Google "APA" or "MLA" and find a site that provides the basic rules. There are plenty of such sites. 
3) Provide a brief conclusion to your paper in which you simply provide a summary of your paper's main points. Do not add anything new. 
4) Always remain objective unless you are specifically asked to provide personal anecdotes or opinions. Unless you are citing a personal anecdote, you must avoid any first person references (I, me, my, mine, etc.) and always avoid words like "should", "ought", "must" or any other words that suggest a personal bias. 
5) Be absolutely sure that you discuss your topic in a SOCIOLOGICAL manner. I am not qualified to grade psychology papers, history papers, philosophy papers, political science papers, economics papers, nursing papers or any other paper that is not essentially sociological. If your paper is not sociological, I will be forced to return it ungraded. If you have any questions about the expectations... please don't hesitate to ask.
APPROVED TOPICS 
1) Examine your household garbage for a week. Imagine you are from another culture or solar system. What do these items of material culture reflect about the beliefs and values of your new host culture/planet? Is there a discrepancy between ideal cultural values and their actual behaviour (i.e., real culture)? (Hint: some sociologists and anthropologists call this area of research "garbology") 
2) Select a specific social problem (e.g., homelessness). Define 'social problem' according to the symbolic interactionist paradigm. Write a descriptive analysis of the social problem using published sources. For the remainder of your paper, offer a theoretical analysis of your chosen social problem in which you compare and contrast structural functionalism and social conflict theory. 
3) Research and write a report on the history of minority involvement in sociology. You may wish to consider the contributions and social action of Harriet Martineau, Jane Addams and W.E.B. DuBois. 
4) Research and describe current patterns of suicide/attempted suicide in Canada. Briefly discuss suicide from a symbolic interactionist perspective. 
5) Write a critique of the structural functionalist perspective (or the social conflict perspective). Incorporate into your discussion a specific case example; e.g., the proposed law which would make highschool dropouts under the age of 18 ineligible for a driver's license. 
6) Research and prepare a paper in which you identify and discuss examples of the work sociologists do (e.g., what is a clinical sociologist?). What special skills might a sociologist bring to, for example, a factory setting that would differ from what other professionals could offer? Give examples of the many links between sociology and the occupational structure in Canada. 
7) Write a paper on ethics in sociological research. Track down and critique Laud Humphrey's research on the "tearoom trade" (impersonal sex in public places) published in the early 1970's. 
8) Select a pattern of behaviour which is common in some other cultures but foreign to ours (e.g., female genital mutilation, child labour, arranged marriages, etc.). Discuss your chosen issue in terms of ethnocentrism and cultural relativism (be sure you define these concepts). 
9) Select and discuss an important technological artifact or process (e.g., the personal computer, nuclear weapons, automatic tellers, the internet, etc.) in terms of cultural lag and cultural change. 
10) Select a subculture (define) or counterculture (define) in Canada. Write a paper in which you explicitly identify various subcultural/countercultural norms and values of your selected group and describe how they contradict Canada's mainstream norms and values.
11) Design (do not administer) a scientific study to determine the levels of support Canadians give to the main ideas contained in the dominant political ideology . 
12) Design and conduct a content analysis of children's Saturday morning cartoon television programming. Select an issue (e.g., violence, gender stereotyping, consumerism, etc), and administer the analysis on 2 separate Saturday mornings (be sure you incorporate concepts of relevance to sociological research methodologies; see Macionis chapter 2). 
13) Develop a model for gender-free socialization in the schools or in the home. Indicate the changes you would make in socialization practices and the difficulties you would encounter. 
14) Familiarize yourself with Charles Horton Cooley's Looking Glass Self Theory. Once done, keep a journal for 2 or 3 days in which you record your thoughts about your interactions with others in light of Cooley's theory. Write a paper in which you describe Colley's Looking Glass Self Theory and summarize your journal findings. 
15) How does your social location (group membership) in society affect your perceptions, attitudes and behaviours? Include in your report a chart or matrix that answers this question using examples that are important to you. 
16) Design and conduct a content analysis of popular songs. Discuss messages they convey about gender, gender relations, emotions, life stages, violence, inequality, or any issue of importance to sociology. You might what to focus on just one type of message. 
17) Write a paper in which you discuss the concept of heroes depicted in sports, comics, video games, music, literature, television/movies and so forth. In what ways do they shape children's values and perceptions of who they want to be? How does identification with these heroes influence children's self-concepts, life expectations, and social behaviour? Briefly incorporate G. H. Mead's concept of "taking the role of the other". 
18) Select a total institution (define). Write a paper in which you discuss resocialization in a total institution in terms of the role of isolation, supervision, suppression (e.g., of previous roles, statuses & norms), substitution (e.g., of new rules & values) and the controlling of rewards and punishments. 
19) Discuss body image (male or female, negative or positive) according to the dramaturgical model (e.g., impression management). Collect magazine advertisements that project body images; what images are being conveyed? What are advertisers motives in conveying these messages? 
20) Keep a journal for 2 or 3 days in which you record your thoughts on role conflict and role strain either in your personal life or the lives of significant others. Write a paper in which you identify examples and describe how you resolved the conflicts/stains. 
21) Take any effort to change Canadian laws relating to crime (e.g., decriminalization of marijuana use, driving while intoxicated, decriminalization of abortion, etc.) and examine the role of moral entrepreneurs and social power in these activities. 
22) Examine the depiction of crime & deviance in popular culture (popular songs, Hollywood films, television programming, video games, etc.): positive & negative depictions; deviants' self-perception; the fate of deviant characters; messages conveyed to the audience; etc. 
23) Write a personal case study on the temptation to commit, or the act of committing, academic dishonesty. Incorporate both Sutherland's notion of differential association and Hirschi's Social Control Theory. 
24) Select a crime. Explain the crime by comparing & contrasting two of structural functionalism, social conflict theory or symbolic interactionism.
25) Write a paper in which you discuss the views of Marx and Weber on the rationalization of society. Include evidence or observations from your personal life which support their views. 
26) Discuss the pros and cons of bureaucracy. How is Lakehead University a bureaucracy? In what ways is the bureaucratic structure and function of Lakehead dysfunctional? If you were to redesign Lakehead to eliminate some of the bureaucratic dysfunctions, what would you do? 

Course Schedule/Required Readings

Sept. 6 & 11…………..……….…... The Sociological Perspective: Chapter 1
Sept. 13 & 18….…………………... Culture: Chapter 3
Sept. 20 & 25……….………....…... Society: Chapter 4
Sept. 27 & Oct. 2…..….……….….. Socialization: Chapter 5
Oct. 4 & 9…………..…....................Social Interaction in Everyday Life: Chapter 6
Oct. 11………………………….….. Fall Midterm Examination
Oct. 16 & 18……...………….......…Groups & Organizations: Chapter 7 
Oct. 23 & 25...…………..……..….. Sexuality: Chapter 8 
Oct. 30, Nov. 1…..……………...….Deviance: Chapter 9 
Nov. 6 & 8 & 13…...............…….... Social Stratification & Class in Canada: Ch's 10 & 11 
Nov. 15 & 20……………...........…. Global Stratification: Chapter 12 
Nov. 22 & 27..……..................…….Gender Stratification: Chapter 13
TBA…………………………......…. Mid-year Examination
Jan. 8 & 10….………...………..…. Race & Ethnicity: Chapter 14 
Jan. 15 & 17….……….…...........… Aging & the Elderly: Chapter 15
Jan. 22 & 24…………………....…. The Economy and Work: Chapter 16
Jan. 29 & 31……....….............…… Politics & Government: Chapter 17 
Feb. 5……………….…...............… Winter Midterm Examination
Feb. 7 & 12 & 14........................…. Education: 20; Fun & Games & Higher Education 
Feb. 18 - 22……….....................… February Reading Week 
Feb. 26 & 28…...................……....  Family: Chapter 18 
Mar. 4 & 6…...............................…. Religion: Chapter 19 
Mar. 11 & 13…......................….…. Health & Medicine: Chapter 21 
Mar. 18 & 20 ...................................Population, Urbanization, Environment: Chapter 22
Mar. 25 & 27..............................…. Collective Behaviour & Social Movements: Ch. 23 
Apr. 1 & 3 & 8 ................................ Social Change: Chapter 24   
TBA………………………..…..….…. Final Examination

   




